
February 22, 2009, 2:00 p.m. 

Carnegie Center for the Arts 

Three Rivers, MI 

www.trcarnegie.com 

 

March 3, 2009, 7:00 p.m. 

Northland Baptist Bible College 

Dunbar, WI 

www.nbbc.edu 

 

March 8, 2009, 3:00 p.m. 

Plymouth Congregational 

Church 

Wichita, KS 

www.plymouth-church.net 

 

March 14, 2009, 7:30 p.m. 

Cedarhurst Arts Center 

Mount Vernon, IL 

www.cedarhurst.org 

 

March 16, 2009, 7:30 p.m. 

William Penn University 

Oskaloosa, IA 

www.wmpenn.edu 

 

March 17, 2009 

Educational Residency 

William Penn University 

Oskaloosa, IA 

www.wmpenn.edu 

August 22, 2008, 7:00 p.m. 

Chamber Music North 

Glen Arbor, MI 

www.chambermusicnorth.com 

 

August 23, 2008, 7:30 p.m. 

Dogwood Center 

Fremont, MI 

www.dogwoodcenter.com 

 

September 20, 2008, 3:00 p.m. 

C. Curtis-Smith Celebration 

Western Michigan University 

Kalamazoo, MI 

www.wmich.edu/mus_bpi 

 

September 26, 2008, 7:00 p.m. 

Master Class 

Lake Superior State University 

Sault Ste. Marie, MI 

www.lssu.edu 

 

September 27, 2008, 8:00 p.m. 

Lake Superior State University 

Sault Ste. Marie, MI 

www.lssu.edu/artscenter 

 

October 24, 2008, 1:30 p.m. 

Residency, Hart Public Schools 

Hart, MI 

www.hart.lib.mi.us 

October 24, 2008, 7:30 p.m. 

Hart Community Arts Series 

www.hart.lib.mi.us 

 

November 20, 2008, 12:15 p.m. 

Harper College 

Palatine, IL 

www.harpercollege.edu 

 

January 21, 2009, 1:00 p.m. 

Convocation, WMU 

Kalamazoo, MI 

 

January 23, 2009, 8:15 p.m. 

CD Release Concert 

Western Michigan University 

Kalamazoo, MI   

www.wmich.edu/mus_bpi 

 

January 24, 2009, 2:30 p.m. 

School workshop 

Marshall, MI 

 

January 24, 2009, 8:00 p.m. 

Franke Center, Marshall, MI 

www.frankecenterforthearts.org 

 

January 25, 2009, 2:00 p.m. 

Nardin Park Methodist Church 

Farmington Hills, MI 

www.nardinpark.org 

Concert Highlights, 2008-09 

I N S I D E  

T H I S  I S S U E :  

32  and 

counting! 
2 

e-mailbox 2 

warmest 

fuzzy 
2 

QOD 3 

CD Release 3 

Pics 3 

  

School of Music 

Western Michigan University 

269-387-4718 

susan.uchimura@wmich.edu 

The Merling Trio 

F A L L ,  2 0 0 8  W W W . M E R L I N G T R I O . C O M  



P A G E  2  

òI just got in the 

door from the 

most enjoyable 

concert Iõve been 

to in 

awhile...something 

which mere words 

cannot describe.ó 

Bruce and Susan on 

campus at Asbury 

College in Kentucky 

in the e-mailbox 

warmest fuzzy award 

32 and countingé. 
One of our goals as a trio is to 

perform in all 50 states.  Cur-

rently, the list stands at 32.  As 

we are always thrilled to add a 

ònewó state to our list, we 

were particularly delighted 

about our concerts last season 

in Arizona, Colorado, and 

Kentucky.  

We kicked off last season with 

a concert at Asbury College in 

Wilmore, KY.  Located just 

outside of Lexington, this is a 

picturesque campus in the 

middle of Kentucky Horse 

Farm Country.  Although the 

Asbury students were not 

required to attend this con-

cert, they showed up en 

masse, and the hall was pack-

ed1  Thanks for the southern 

hospitality, Wilmore!  

The month of February found 

us on an extended west coast 

tour, including stops in West-

cliffe and Westminster, CO, 

and Pasadena, CA.  The Cali-

fornia portion was particularly 

fine tour planning for a freezing 

Michigan-based group!  We 

were awestruck by the  scen-

ery in Westcliffe, which lies 

between the Wet and Sangre 

de Cristo mountain ranges.  

None of us will ever forget the 

drive through the mountains at 

sunset, rounding the corner of 

a cliff and seeing the town of 

Westcliffe spread in the valley 

below.  Made the icy, twisting, 

treacherous edge-of-the-cliff 

driving totally worth it! 

Although weõve toured to 

Hawaii, weõre still waiting for 

Alaska...soon, we hope! 

and yours was among what I 

consider our greats. 

I am an admirer of talent that 

has been perfected, but it is in 

the sharing of that talent, giving 

away what one has been given, 

that I admire most of all.  You 

did that with such style and 

passion, and I was carried away 

by such a gift.  Yes, it was just 

òI still think of your concert 

here.  It was so amazing and 

wonderful.  I can hear your 

music in my mind today as I 

recall that excellent perform-

ance. 

We have had lots of good 

performances on our series, 

but there have been only a few 

that I would classify as superb, 

that, a gift to me. 

That performance was one that 

has lingered. Your music and 

your passion for it touched my 

soul. Thank you for that, a 

beautiful moment in time and 

for sharing it with me, with all 

of us.ó 

-Anne Quigley, Director              

Valentine NE Area Arts Council 

cannot describe. The heart

-wrenching violin solos and 

sublime cello and piano 

solos seemed to engrave 

themselves into my mind.  

Thank you!ó 

-Robert Worrell, Yellow Springs, 

OH 

òYour performance here 

at the Dogwood Center 

for the Performing Arts 

was one that will long be 

remembered by a devoted 

and appreciative audience.  

It was rewarding for us to 

observe such an enthusias-

tic audience! Your pro-

gram was an exciting 

choice of repertoire played 

with flawless technique 

and flair.ó 
 

-Diane Yonker, Program Manager 

Dogwood Center for the Per-

forming Arts 

òThe Merling Trio is the 

new Beaux Arts Trio!ó 

-Piper Goldston,  Glen Arbor, MI 

 

òI just got in the door from 

the most enjoyable con-

cert Iõve been to in awhile!  

I discovered that if you  

add two instruments and 

true musicians to the 

 piano, the result is some-

thing which mere words 

Post-concert in Valentine 

T H E  M E R L I N G  T R I O  
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Excerpted from an interview 

with Susan in the Sturgis Jour-

nal written by David Farr this 

past April. 

DF: To what do you attribute your 

trioõs longevity? 

SWU: I attribute our longevity to 

several factors.  First, weõre all 

based at Western Michigan Uni-

versity, which provides a suppor-

tive atmosphere for us.  We all 

love what we do as educators, 

and we are fortunate to have 

administrators who understand 

that, as performers, going out 

and performing concerts is what 

equates to research in other 

departments at the university.  

They also appreciate that we are 

serving as cultural ambassadors 

for WMU.  Another vital factor 

in our longevity is that we have a 

great appreciation for one an-

otherõs unique musical gifts. 

 

DF: If you could bring back any 

composer from throughout history, 

who would you bring back? 

SW: I always wanted to meet 

Brahms!  Apparently, he was quite a 

handsome devil as a young man, and 

was from all accounts madly in love 

with his best friend Robert Schu-

mannõs wife, Clara.  Having all three 

of them to dinner would be an 

interesting evening! 

Titled òpostcards in eó, the CD is a 

recording of the Dvorak Piano Trio 

in E Minor, Op. 90, òDumkyó, and 

the Shostakovich  Piano Trio in E 

Minor, Op. 67.  Weõve performed 

these works many times over the 

years and these are the composers 

that people kept telling us we just 

had to recordé.these pieces suit 

our style extremely well, as they 

are full of emotion and passion. 

The CD will be officially released  

at our concert on the BPI Series 

 at Western Michigan University on 

Friday, January 23, 2009, at 8:15 

p.m. More information about the 

c o n c e r t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t 

www.wmich.edu/mus_bpi.  The CD will 

also be available from the MSR Classics 

website at www.msrcd.com, and from 

the Merling Trio website at 

www.merlingtrio.com. 

Yes, itõs true!  The Merling Trio is 

celebrating 20 years together this 

season with its original members!  

Itõs highly unusual in our business 

for colleagues to be able to not 

only survive together for this pe-

riod of time, but to thrive!, We are 

very proud to commemorate this 

occasion with the release of our 

newest CD on the MSR Classics 

Label. 

20th Anniversary Celebration and CD Release!!! 

Pics from the roadé. 

We listened to 

our fans.  Our 

newest 

recording, 

òpostcards in eó, 

contains works 

by 

Shostakovich 

and Dvorak. 
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